





DRAFT


MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 4th SEPTEBER 2023 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
None.
 Present
Duncan Goodes (Chairman), Doug Reeve, Debbie Taylor and Mike Hewitson (County Councillor).
In Attendance
Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 1 Member of the Public.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Oliver Patrick, J’aime Wetherall, Kevin Rixon and Dave Tuck 
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 3rd July 2023 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting (Proposer: Cllr Goodes, Seconder: Cllr Taylor).

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DPI DISPENSATIONS
None.

4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
Cllr Goodes attended the first LCN meeting group. Cllr Mike Hewitson was elected chair and Yeovil Town Cllr Rob Stickland was elected vice chair. There is a web presence for each and a handbook and FAQ’s on website (via www.somerset.gov.uk). The plan is for meetings on alternate months.  Discussions point will include: Transport & highways (including Chinnock Hollow and ‘rat runs’), Antisocial and lawless behaviour, roll out of high speed broadband, public transport, inclusiveness and connections and communications.
5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
Cllr Hewitson also reported that another survey will be undertaken on Chinnock Hollow in September. This will only assess the change since the Chinnock Hollow was cleared recently. The Traffic Regulation Order for the ‘prohibition of motor vehicle, cycling and pedestrians’, will be advertised in the Western Gazette on the 7th September 2023.
Cllr Hewitson reported that the A30 West Coker Closure was completed and opened ahead on schedule.
6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.

7. FINANCE
a) A resolution was passed to approve the following payments (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Reeve):

· East Chinnock Village Hall – Post Office rental  

                                     £97.50

· East Chinnock Village Hall – PC Meeting rental 

                                   £132.00

· N Chapman - Salary & Expenses

      
           
                                             £1113.47

b) The Clerk agreed to re-apply to Lloyds back for Cllr Taylor online access.

8. COMMUNITY PARK
a) Cllr Taylor reported that the Garden Club have done a great job of making over the community field. Cllr Goodes and all members of the Parish Council thank the Garden and Countryside club for all their hard work.

b) The Clerk reported that the SSDC grant application for playground items and surfacing was paid in May (£5769.92).

Cllr Cox joined the meeting
9. PARISH ISSUES
a) Cllr Goodes has received another quote from Gillette and Johnston. This one was more accurate at £3800. Cllr Goodes has prepared and application to the War Memorial Grant Trust, for a grant to repair the Church Clock but is awaiting John Chapelle’s letter saying the church is happy to grant the repairers access to fix the clock. If successful the grant is usually 50% of that needed.   It was suggested that the Entertainments committee might like to contribute future event profits to the church clock repair.

b) Former PC Chairman Mike Bussel has been nominator for the Somerset County Chair’s Award for service to the community on the 6th October, 2023.

10. ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE
a) Due to bad weather the music night was cancelled. The Entertainment committee gave a cheque for £603.69 to the PC. They were able to cancel the meat and rolls. Other purchases of food and drink could not be returned (some of these will be used for the bonfire night on 5th November, 2023).  The clerk agreed to contact Mr Greenslade to inform him of the bonfire night.

b) By the end of September, the marquee will have been put up 4 times and gazebo (3 off) once. The gazebos will need cleaning or replacing sometime soon.

c) The Village Hall  pop-up pub will start again in October.

11. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
a) Somerset Council have appointed a new ranger for East Chinnock.  Cllr Cox has met with him and explained the outstanding tasks. 
b) The Silt trap has finally been cleared. 
c) The Clerk agreed to contact Somerset Council finance department to ask if they intend to credit some of the last invoice receive for £422.52 (4th May and 2nd June).  

12. HIGHWAYS REPORT
a) The A30 white lines need repainted.

b) Vegetation and cars blocking the path outside the Wooden Top Inn were discussed previously.

c) The Chinnock Hollow was discussed previously.

d) Cllr Reeve has contacted Somerset Council Traffic Management department to ask them to proceed in removing the 2 existing posts and replace them with the 89mm units in the same agreed location for a total cost of £500.  There has been no update on the SID grant application. Cllr Reeve agreed to put a note in the Chinnock Chimes, asking if someone is available to help regularly move the portable SIDs once we have purchase them.

e) Cllr Goodes has written to Mr Richards regarding vegetation overhanging the path outside the Woodentop Inn and also about parked vehicles blocking the pavement. 

13. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
a) It has been suggested that the PC should have a ‘logo’ of some sort. It was suggested this could be designed by children in the village.

b) Cllr Wetherell reported that no-one contacted her for support during the A30 road closure.

14. RIGHTS OF WAY
a) Pedestrians and cylists are using Chinnock Hollow by going around the barriers. Mike Hewitson reported that more permanent barriers will be put in place in the future should the upcoming review not support reopening.
b) The small bridge on path Y8/25 is still awaiting replacement and remains closed.
c) Signage on the Hollow way / Green lane that had been stolen has not been replaced as yet.
15. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None.

16. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.45pm.  The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 2nd October 2023, at 7.30pm in at the Village Hall.

